Transforming Grace and Truth:

Becoming What We Have Never Been Before In Christ
Pastor Gary Hinchman

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. John 1:14-16
GLORY - Merriam Webster Dictionary  3 a (1) : great beauty and splendor : MAGNIFICENCE <the glory that was Greece and the grandeur that was Rome -- E. A. Poe> (2) : something marked by beauty or resplendence <a perfect glory of a day> b : the splendor and beatific happiness of heaven; broadly

So when John writes “we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father” he says that God’s magnificence, beauty and grandeur are NOT revealed in the Law of Moses but in the the fullness of Grace and Truth that Jesus revealed as they entered into a deeper human relationship with him.  
I. What We Always Are in the Flesh  [Until Changing in Christ by Grace]

But we are all like an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  Isaiah 64:6
Isaiah preached to the people of Israel some 800 years prior to the coming of Jesus Christ in His virgin birth as the incarnate Son of God.  And as a prophet of God He was the voice of God to the people of God.  Often times we for get this.  But the prophets of God were not like evangelists, although at times God did have them prophesy against the Gentile nations His judgments.   But prophets were primarily the voice of God to His people, to those believing in Yahweh. To those believing in the Covenant in blood sacrifices.  To those believing in the tent of tabernacle and the temple of Solomon.  To those believing in the traditions of Israel established under the Law of Moses for centuries.  So when Isaiah spoke Isaiah 64:6, he was speaking to believers in the God of Israel, not to unbelievers.
Isa 64:1  Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your presence-- 

Isa 64:2  as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil-- to make your name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

Isa 64:3  When you did awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

Isa 64:4  From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. 

Isa 64:5  You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 

Isa 64:6  We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
The one thing Isaiah was telling the people for Israel was that the lack of God’s presence in their midst had reduced them to a dead formalism rooted in nothing but traditions maintained through habit and a sense of dutiful obligation while Israel continued a personal life of sin that drove God’s presence away from their midst and made them subject to all the corruptions of the surrounding world.  For 800 years Israel drifted further and further away from God with a few grand and glorious times during that time which we might call “revivals” or “great awakenings.”  But the overall reality was that God was not there and all they were doing was “keeping up appearances” for some 800 years in formal habits of tradition as they lived their lives with no real change to speak of beyond worldly desires.
This was the same state of affairs that brought forth the Reformation on the Roman Catholic Church.  For some 1200 years [300 AD to 1500] the Catholic Church had developed routines and traditions of faith “in Jesus name” that literally led people into a dead formalism of praying to saints and statues of Mary instead of praying to God through Jesus Christ.  Instead of the work of Christ on the cross being people’s salvation, the “means of grace” became the traditions of the church and as long as you kept up those traditions you would be safe, ‘saved” by your association with the traditions of the church.
God raised up Martin Luther, John Calvin and other Reformers at this time and among them were the anaBaptists.  Listen to this description of the earliest Reformed anaBaptists:
Their priests, when they celebrate the offices of mass, (or communion,) do it without any priestly garments; nor do they use any prayer, or collects on this occasion, but only the Lord’s Prayer, by which they consecrate bread that has been leavened. They believe, or own little or nothing of the sacraments of the church. Such as come over to their sect, must every one be baptized anew in mere water. They make no blessing of salt, nor of water; nor make any use of consecrated oil. They believe nothing of divinity in the sacrament of the eucharist; only that the consecrated bread and wine do, by some occult signs, represent the death of Christ; and, accordingly, that all that do knee down to it, or worship, are guilty of idolatry; that that sacrament was instituted by Christ to no other purpose but to renew the memory of his passion, and not to be carried about or held up by the priests to be gazed on. For Christ himself, who is to be adored and worshipped with the honor of Latreia, sits at the right of God, as the Christian Church confesses in the Creed. Prayers to saints, and for the dead, they count a vain and ridiculous thing; as likewise auricular confession and penance enjoined by the priest for sins. Eves and fast-days are, they say, a mockery and disguise of hypocrites."
The heritage of the original Baptists was that of being radical breakers of Church tradition in order to more fully worship God and live the Word without the trappings of a dead church tradition that was killing the spirit of the Gospel.  The founding heritage of the first Baptists is that they were willing to reject any and all traditions that got in the way  of glorifying God through His Word.  But like Israel in the times of Isaiah 800 years before Christ, and Europe in the times of Luther and Calvin 1500 years after Christ, the Protestant church is now 500 years old after the Protestant Reformation and we have developed our own church traditions, laws of behavior, dress codes, and other rules of outward form, just like the Roman Catholics had before the Reformation.

Firey passion for Christ has been exchanged for dead dull formalism, just like the Roman Catholic Church had and continues to have in many of its churches.  But we have our own based upon doing things the way we have always done them and we have lose the heart for Christ that should always accompany our head for His service.
TRANSITION:  Why does this happen?  Why do we continue to fall back into dead routines of law and tradition over time.  Israel did it for more than 800 years before Christ came and they exchanged the beauty and glory of God Almighty for the beauty and glory of their Jewish synagogue traditions which killed the Spirit of Grace and Truth by faith in Yahweh, the God of Israel, exchanging it for the traditions of the synagogue.
      The Roman and Greek Orthodox Churches turned faith in Christ into a matter of Church tradition that saves us instead of an intimate love relationship with Jesus Christ himself.  And even the Baptists, who began as radical anaBaptist willing to throw off all the traditions of the Roman Catholic Church in order to create something new to the glory of God, have settled down into our modern day with our comfortable “Baptist ways and routines” just like the Roman Catholics.  


This is what we become when God’s Spirit of Grace and Truth diminishes from the Church and slowly disappears from the heart of God’s people.  All we can do is fall back on the ways of the flesh.  And the way of the flesh, with the Sin that dwells in it, is to deceive ourselves into believing that if we just “keep up appearances” and do the old routines the way they have always been done, then we will be safe.


Meanwhile, we lose our heart for evangelism and discipleship, but we still have our pews.  We lose our passion for scripture memory and meditation and relegate it tour traditional AWANA program, but as adults, we don’t have to memorize scripture anymore and grow in our habits of prayer and Bible study.  We have a baptismal, but no one is getting saved.  We have our stained glass windows, but the light of God grace and truth is not piercing the darkness of our dead hearts and we are losing our children to the world and its anti-Christian spirit.  We have hymnals, but we do not have the joyful heart and passion of Charles and John Wesley, Isaac Watts, and Fanny Crosby who wrote their songs with bounce and step and passionate energy to be sung with strong rhythms and powerful excitement.  No, we just make sure that the routines are followed, the habits are maintained, and that we never venture outside of the safe box we have created for ourselves called the “church building.”
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II. “Under Law” does not equal Truth/Grace does not equal “Without Law”
Under Law = A List of Traditionally Held Rules [“Thou Shalt Nots”, “Thou Shalts” maintained by fear of “falling short” or pride in “measuring up”]
Truth = A proper relationship of the facts to experience [Includes truth about Law and Lawlessness as well as many other things in relationship to Christ].
Without Law = A List of Traditionally Broken Rules

Grace = A means of forgiving and changing rule breakers into rule keepers through a Spirit of Love.

	UNDER LAW
	WITHOUT LAW

	Full of Wanting Truth Without Grace
	Full of Wanting Grace Without Truth

	Rules of Performance Maintained by Pride/Fear
	“Freedom” Without Responsible Spiritual Disciplines


III. Transforming Grace: Spiritual Disciplines in the Power of God’s Spirit at the  

       Cross
A. Under Law: Rules of Performance Maintained by Pride/Fear
“Oh no!   We’ve got to be slaves of Law and Tradition or we will fall into the world’s sin.  Be afraid!!  Be very afraid of falling away from the “truth” [i.e. the Law of Moses, Laws of Conscience, Laws of Synagogue/Church Tradition]”

Rom 8:15  For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" 
2 Timothy 1:7  God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power and love and self-control [self-discipline]. 

B. Without Law: “Freedom” Without Responsible Spiritual Disciplines
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The Grace of God does not leave us “just forgiven” in our sins. The Grace of God moves people to responsible spiritual action.  Grace is not an excuse to stay the way we have always been.  True Grace drives us to demonstrate the fullness of Christ in our lives through mature spiritual disciplines born of God’s Spirit living out in us to change us in Christ.

C. Spiritual Disciplines of Grace Transform Us into Christ’s Likeness [The only true freedom we have in Christ is to change by His power from our self-righteous/unrighteousness in the flesh by God’s righteousness working through us in the Spirit.]

TRANSFORMING GRACE MOVES INTO THE CULTURE OF A CHURCH AND COMMUNITY AND CHANGES IT TO THE GLORY OF GOD WITH GRACE AND TRUTH THAT CHALLENGES THE LEGALISTIC FORMALISM AND SINFUL HABITS THAT CONTROL THAT CHURCH AND COMMUNITY.

TRANSFORMING GRACE MOVES US BEYOND OURSELVES AND OUT OF OUR COMFORTABLE AND CONVENIENT BOXES TO BE SOMETHING THAT OUR LEGALISTIC ATTITUDES AND SINFUL SELF-DECEITS WON’T ALLOW TO HAPPEN.

LET’S PRAY THAT GOD WILL SEND HIS TRANSFORMING GRACE UPON TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH.

2 Cor. 3:17  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 


2 Cor. 3:18  And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed [metamorphoumetha] into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 
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Full of UnRighteous Shame                                                                      Without Law





Full of Self-Righteous Pride/Fear                                                                      Under Law





The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men’ Luke 18:11


And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. Hebrews 2:15  





For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? Romans 6:20-21
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The Spirit of Grace is insulted by Christians who believe they can trample underfoot the blood of the Son and live as they please in their sin, Hebrews 10:29


The Grace of God instructs us to deny ungodliness and to live toward greater godliness, Titus 2:11-12


Grace moves us to various disciplines:


Non-legalistic Disciplines of Grace, Gal. 2:21


TO FALL OUT OF GRACE IS TO FALL BACK INTO LEGALISM AND SIN


Sacrificial Disciplines of Grace, Heb. 2:9


JESUS DIED FOR US BY GRACE


Emotional Disciplines of Grace, Heb. 12:15


STORY ABOUT JIM IN LAS VEGAS


Willful Disciplines of Grace, 1 Cor. 15:10


GRACE DRIVES THE ENERGY OF OUR SERVICE TO CHRIST.  GRACE REMOVES THE DEADNESS AND DRYNESS AND PUTS LIFE, ENERGY, FUN, EXCITEMENT, and EFFORT BACK INTO WHAT W ARE DOING IN CHRIST.


Giving Disciplines of Grace, 2 Cor. 8:1-2


GIVING OUT OF CHURCH POVERTY
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